
Dallas High School
Home of the Dragons

Journalism 1
2022-23

Instructor: Charlotte Riester

Telephone: (503) 623-8336

Email: charlotte.riester@dsd2.org

Office Hours: During ALIE and by appointment

Course Description: The Journalism class helps students build critical reading,
objective writing, effective speaking, and close listening skills in a cohesive,
meaningful way. The problems students confront as they investigate and interview
community members prepares them to become more engaged citizens, ready to
navigate their complex, evolving, and ever-expanding information landscape with
greater understanding, and perhaps, compassion.
In class we will practice four principles: voice (our voice matters), agency (our voice
makes a difference), publication (our story matters), and reflection (our voices have
meaning).



Standards to Be Addressed and Assessed:

TABLE 1

ECC
Lesson

#

Title of Lesson College & Career Readiness
Anchor Standards

(English Language Arts)

1 What is Communication and How is it Affecting Us Now? R.1, R.6
L.5

2 News Ethics R.1, R.4, R.10
L.6

3 What Do You Care About? SL.1

4 News Outlets & Issues in Our Community R.7
W.7, W.8

5 Write What You Know W.2, W.4, W.8

6 The Modern Media R.1
L.4

7 News, Opinion or Ad? R.6, R.7
L.3

8 SIFT: “S” is for Stop R.7
SL.1

9 SIFT: “I” is for Investigate R.1, R.7, R.8

10 SIFT: “F” is for Find Better Coverage W.8

11 SIFT: “T” is for Trace W.8, W.9

12 Bias, Objectivity and Story Angles R.5, R.6, R.9

13 Finding Local Sources W.6, W.8

14 What Do You Want to Know? R.2, R.3, R.5
W.7



15 Contacting Sources by Email W.4, W.6
L.1, L.2, L.3

16 The Facts So Far R.2, R.5

17 Numbers in the News R.7
W.7

18 Describing with Precision W.7
L.5

19 Interview Prep: Asking Open-Ended Questions W.7

20 Interview Prep: How to Interview a Source SL.1, SL.3, SL.6

21 Practice Interviewing SL.2, SL.3, SL.6

22 Class Interviews SL.2, SL.3, SL.6

23 Writing Ledes and Endings W.2, W.4

24 Quoting Sources L.1, L.2

25 AP Style L.2, L.3

26 Readers’ Workshop: Editing Practice SL.1

27 Writers’ Workshop: Using Feedback W.5, W.10

28 Website Development W.6
SL.1, SL.5

29 Social Media Promotion W.6
SL.1

30 Publication Day Celebration W.10
SL.4



Grading and Assessment:
The following grading scales will be used to calculate a student’s course grades and grade point
average:

Course Grades will be
calculated using the

following scale:

Grade Point Averages
(GPAs) will be calculated
using the following scale:

GPAs for Advanced
Placement courses will be

calculated using the
following scale:

A 90-100% A (4.0) A (5.0)

B 80-89% B (3.0) B (4.0)

C 70-79% C (2.0) C (3.0)

D 60-69% D (1.0) D (2.0)

F 0-59% F (0) F (0)

Academic Integrity
The faculty and administration of Dallas High School believe that honesty and integrity are
personal attributes worth nurturing in our students. Because we value the educational and skill
development opportunities provided by classroom assignments, research projects, tests, and
credit recovery, we expect students to express academic integrity by doing their own work and
properly documenting information gathered from other sources. Congruous with this belief is our
resolve to handle those who violate the principles of academic integrity with stringent
consequences as outlined in the K-12 Code of Conduct.

Student Behavior and Expectations:
Students are expected to demonstrate appropriate behavior in the classroom and contribute to a
safe, positive, caring learning environment by cooperating; doing their best to achieve academic
excellence; respecting themselves, others, and the environment; and conducting themselves in
a safe manner at all times. Clearly defined behavioral expectations are consistent school-wide
through the Dragon PRIDE acronym. We strive to teach our students to take PRIDE in

https://9a9b5fc8-a367-40aa-a2bf-53a0cfe0dbb2.filesusr.com/ugd/ad31a0_c785ef3f164543e0b4385212b3d6c5b4.pdf


themselves and the school by demonstrating: Purpose, Respect, Integrity, Determination,
and Empathy at all times. For more information, please see the Student/Parent Handbook.

Student Electronic Devices at Dallas High School:
Students are allowed to possess personal electronic devices at school and at school-sponsored
activities provided such devices are not used in any manner that may disrupt the learning
environment, school-sponsored activities or violate Board policies, administrative regulations,
school or classroom rules, or state and federal laws. Cell phone usage is only permitted during
scheduled passing periods and lunch times. Students are not allowed to be on their phones in
the hallways and other common areas during class time and cell phone usage in the bathrooms
and locker rooms is prohibited at all times. Students must use a Chromebook or laptop to
complete and submit coursework. Cell phones cannot be used for this purpose and can only be
used during class time with express advance permission from the teacher.

Diversity
Dallas School District #2 recognizes the diversity and worth of all individuals and groups and
their roles in society.  It is the policy for the Dallas School District #2 Board of Education that
there will be no discrimination or harassment of individuals or groups on the grounds of age,
color, creed, disability, marital status, national origin, race, religion, sex or sexual orientation in
any educational programs, activities or employment.

Gender
Dallas High School will be proactive in creating a school culture that respects and values all
students and fosters understanding of gender identity within the school community. Such
guidelines are intended to ensure a safe learning environment free of discrimination and
harassment, and to promote the educational and social integration of transgender students. They
do not anticipate every situation that may occur and the needs of each student will be assessed on
a case-by-case basis.

https://www.dallas.k12.or.us/_files/ugd/ad31a0_d9ffc817bbee45c99afdc010be6be6f9.pdf


Parents: Please keep the rest of the syllabus.  By signing this form, you acknowledge that you
have read and fully understood the expectations, rules, and standards associated with this course.
If you have questions, please call 503-623-8336 or email using the email address provided in this
document. This page is due back by Friday, September 17th to your student’s teacher.

Parent Name:

Parent Signature:

Parent email Address:

Parent Phone:

Student Name:

Student Signature:


